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I find the idea that parents like me will be made criminals appalling and an obvious example 
of government overreach. Reassurances that we won't be prosecuted are empty, we all 
know what's happened in Norway to parents who've dared to defy such a ridiculous law. 

Recommendations are one thing but the government has no right to call mild chastisement 
done properly assault. It is not assault. Please focus on bad parenting and protect children 
who ARE tragically assaulted by their parents without criminalising those of us who are 
good, honest parents who love our children more than anything. There is little more 
abhorrent than parents who abuse their children and some of the language in the 
consultation paper bundles parents like me in with them and it is very insulting. 

The consultation was (unfortunately) largely ignored by the public, 650 people/organisations 
in the whole country responded to it which is 0.01% of the population. 
 
A ComRes poll of 1,000 people showed 70-80% opposition to a ban (link below). A poll by a 
professional polling organization is a far more reliable measure of public opinion than an 
almost completely ignored consultation. 
http://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/poll-reveals-anxiety-over-scottish-smacking-ban-1-
4593305 
 
Add this public opposition to the fact that the consultation papers and the research backing 
this ban is full of fallacies, proving the bias of the researchers and those funding them, and 
you can see the very shaky foundations of a piece of legislation proposing to make us 
criminals. 
https://www.acpeds.org/the-college-speaks/position-statements/parenting-issues/corporal-
punishment-a-scientific-review-of-its-use-in-discipline/research-on-disciplinary-spanking-is-
misleading 
 
Only fallacy is the false equivalence between the relationship between parent and child and 
the relationship between two adults in a society, and the false equivalence between mild 
spanking and assault (a word which assumes illegality). This frankly drives my wife and I 
mad because of how unfairly it characterises us as violent child abusers and groups us with 
people involved in illegal behaviour, whereas the reality couldn't be further from the truth. 
 
To conclude, just remember that if you vote for this bill you better be absolutely 
convinced that people like me should be criminalized. Because I have no intention of being 
patronized by virtue signaling politicians into changing the way I raise my child. The current 
law already protects children from assault and so it should. But I have experienced first 
hand the success of mild spanking (as a child and a parent), I know the necessity of it (as a 
parent of a toddler), and I have been appalled and angered at the bias of the research 
seeking the condemn me. It is not assault and it is not violence and it should not be illegal. 
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In closing, the fact is that I have a 4 year old who has a nature which is quite difficult but 
she is very well behaved in general. We have sacrificed so much for her and that has 
included being “cruel to be kind” in this regard. Over time she has almost never required a 
smack because the warning is enough. We have tried every other discipline technique and I 
can tell you they do not always work. The primary technique recommended is withdrawing 
privileges and we support this as a discipline measure but it simply doesn’t work all the time 
whereas smacking does. The studies which condemn smacking claim that smacking didn’t 
improve the behaviour of a certain percentage of children, but they fail to point out that the 
study didn’t actually find any discipline technique which did. Please read the acpeds link 
above for further information on that. 

 

 

 


